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2000

Literary ffistory and Bibliography
English 4950/SPRING 2000
Instructor: John Allison
Office: CH 3 l 6F
Phones: 581-6978 (office), 348-0269 (home)
Email: cfjba@eiu.edu
Office Hours: MWF: 11:00-12:00 and by appointment

NATURE OF COURSE
Because the course reviews a wide range of literary periods, movements, genres,
and figures, it will probably strike you as different from many of the courses
you have taken in the past. Quite rightly, most courses in literature stress
discussion and/or question-answer exchange, extended reflection on a limited
range of texts related to a single period or topic, and creative interpretation ofjust
one to a very few texts within a critical essay. This course, however, reviews
over a thousand years of literary-historical evolution -- at least many of the salient
developments about which students of literature should be acquainted. Such a
panoramic scope requires more time devoted to lecture, greater attention to
different periods, movements, and figures, and more concentration on broad
interpretations of literature written over many years. Finally, and most
importantly, you will gain most from the course if you are resolved to engage a
great variety of works and "world views," determined to commit literary-historical
information to memory, and willing to trace relationships among intellectual,
political, and literary developments.

OBJECTIVES OF COURSE
To help you reinforce a substantive literary-historical knowledge of periods,
movements, genres, and figures;
To encourage you to develop ideas concerning likely and possi"ble causes of
literary change;
To encourage you to examine ideas about the formation and revision of canons;
To provide an opportunity to engage in literary-historical research and
interpretation, a project that will require you to work with bibliographic
and other scholarly resources.

COMPONENTS OF GRADE
Midterm Examination (25%): Your midterm will include two parts. In part one
you will respond to twenty of the twenty-five short-answer items. In part two you
will write an essay (about 450-500 words) based on one of three items. You will
have two class periods to complete the midterm -- first part one, then part two.
Research Essay (45%): In your research essay (10-12 pages, not including
"Works Cited" and other machinery), you will examine a period of literary
transition, a period of particular interest to you. Your job will be to advance
and/or challenge proposed causes for literary change within the period of
transition. Your argument must be supported by analysis of a significant range
of secondary sources (6-8 sources).

Final Examination (30%): The final will include two parts. In part one you will
respond to twenty of twenty-five short-answer items. In part two you will write
two longer responses (about 250 words each) on the basis of two of four items
presented.

EVALUATION OF WORK
I use a simple ten-point scale when I assign grades. For example, an 85% is a "B," an
82% is a "B-," an 87% is a "B+."
When I evaluate your written work on exams and essays, I will consider the following
elements: specificity and depth of content, logic and coherence of organization, clarity
and grace of style, grammatical and mechanical correctness. Of course, content and
organization deserve greater emphasis than do style and correctness. But an essay with a
tortured style and/or a series of major composition errors cannot earn a grade above a
"C." As you begin work on the research essay, I will meet with you during a conference.
And at your request, I will meet with you to discuss your drafting of the essay. This way I
can advise you about improvements you can make to the essay before you submit it for
grading.

ATTENDANCE POLICY RELATED TO GRADE
Since your presence in class is important to your learning and that of your peers, you will
forfeit one letter grade (10%) after three unexcused absences. Thereafter, you will forfeit
5% for each additional unexcused absence. To receive an excused absence, you must
provide verification from Health Service, a doctor, or an appropriate member of the
faculty or staff of Eastern Illinois University.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
OLD AND MIDDLE ENGLISH

1. Week of January 10
-Introduction to Course
-Abrams, Vol. I, 1-5 ("The Old English Period"); 19-27 ("The Dream of the
Rood" and Introduction to Beowulf)
-Abrams, 27-43 (Beowulf)
2. Week of January 17
-King's Birthday: No Classes
-Abrams I, 43-70 (Beowolf and "The Wanderer")
-Abrams, 5-15 and 200-43 ("The Middle English Period" and Parts I-ID of
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight)
3. Week of January 24
-Abrams, 243-54 (Part IV of Sir Gewain); 101-17 (''The Miller's Prologue and
Tale")
-Abrams, 117-44 ("The Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale")
-Abrams, 254-73 (From Piers Plowman)
4. Week of January 31
-Abrams, 318-44 (Second Shepherds' Play)
-Abrams, 344-363 (From Morte Darthur)
-Literary Historical and Bibliographic Resources: Handout and Lecture
RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION
5. Week of February 7
-Abrams, 395-413 ("The Sixteenth Century"); 434-37, 438-40, 447-50 ("Mine
Own John Poins"), 450-57 (Skelton, Wyatt, and Howard)
-Abrams, 458-59; 483-500 (From The Defence of Poesy)
-Lincoln's Birthday: No Classes
6. Week ofFebruary 14
-Abrams, 801-3, 805, 807, 810, 820, 822 (Shakespeare: Songs and Sonnets)
-Abrams ,501-503, 516-41(From The Faerie Queene)
-Abrams, 541-73 (From The Faerie Queene)

7. Week of February 21
-Abrams, 748-49, 768-80 (Marlowe, The Tragical History of Dr. Faustus)
-Abrams: 1026-28, 1223-26 (Jonson); 1080-82, 1090-91, 1117 n.14 (Donne);
1369-74 (Herbert); 1414-15, 1420-22 (Marvell)
-Review for Midterm
8. Week of February 28
-Midterm Examination: Part I
-Midterm Examination: Part II
-Abrams, 1257-60, 1269-76 (Bacon); 1756-61(Locke);1672-81 (Browne)
9. Week of March 6
-Abrams, 1433-35, 1474-1532 (from Milton's Paradise Lost)
-Abrams, 1532-49, 1584-1610 (from Milton's Paradise Lost)
-Abrams, 1767-86 (Introduction to Restoration and Eighteenth Century)
SPRING BREAK
RESTORATION AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
10. Week of March 20
-Dryden,1786-88, 1837-43, 1815-21 (Dryden, from An Essay on Dramatic Poetry
and Macflecknoe)
-Abrams, 1911-71 (Congreve, The Way oftbe World)
-Abrams, 1850-51, 1856-64 (Bunyan, from The Pilgrim's Progress);
1864-66, 1900-10 (Aphra Behn, from Oroonoko)
11. Week ofMarch 27
-Abrams, 2212-16, 2233-52 (Pope, The Rape ofthe Lock)
-Abrams, 2295-2298, 2392-2405, 2413-16, 2315-18, 2338-44, 2354-55 (Johnson,
from Lives of the Poets and Rasselas)
-Baym I, 360-61, 423-24, 454-69, 477-80 (Franklin, Autobiography)
12. Week of April 3
-Abrams, 2501-8 (Cowper); 2454-55, 2458-61 (Gray)
-Abrams, II, 1-17; Baym, I, 791-805 (Romanticism)
-Abrams, 126-29, 141-52, 187-93 (Wordsworth, ''Preface" and "Ode")
ROMANTICISM AND VICTORIANISM
13. Week of April 10
-Abrams, II, 205-222, 267-74 (Wordsworth, from The Prelude); 323-26, 381-92
(Coleridge, from Biographia Literaria)
-Abrams, II, 330-49 (Coleridge, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner);
-Abrams, II, 479-83, 491-513; 643-47, 666-671, 676-678; 766-69, 792-94
Byron, Shelley, Keats)

14. Week of April 17
-Abrams, II, 844-62; Baym. I, 1081-85, 1111-20; 1353-57, 1369-72,
1386-98 (Mary Shelley, Hawthorne, Poe)
-Abrams, II, 910-23, 933-55; Baym. I, 898-906, 911-915, 931-44 (Carlyle
and Emerson)
-Abrams, II, 1052-63, 1067-69; Baym. I, 1952-62, 1974-81, 2014-17, 2049-50
(Tennyson and Whitman)
REALISM AND MODERNISM
15. Week of April 24
-Baym II, 297-300, 426-56 (Henry James, "The Beast in the Jungle")
-Abrams, II, 1859-63, 1190-81, 1883-86 (Yeats); Baym. II, 1142-44, 1145,
1146-49, 1157-58 (Stevens)
-Review, Turn in Essays, Student Evaluation of Instruction

NOTES

